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A BIO-BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ANDREAS VESALIUS. By Harvey Cush-
ing. Schuman's, New York, 1943. xxxviii + 230 pp. with 90 illus-
trations. $15.
The pleasure of the undertaking lies not in reaching Xanadu-I am sure
that no true scholar has yet found rest in that fabulous city-but rather in
disclosing the road that leads ever onward to that goal. As the author states,
such a venture into bibliography is to follow a path which enters "a dark
forest full of unsuspected brambles." It is obvious that the brambles but
exerted a stimulus, for the search for Vesalian material continued over a
period of 40 years. And it is evident that the journey was a pleasant one;
deciphering the uncertain sign-posts by the way, making due count of those
posts that mark the mfles; perchance retracing many steps to correct a way-
wardness induced by intriguing circumstances; attaining one objective only
to find another ever more forcefully beckoning; these must have been the
charms to compensate for so much labor.
For the objective was "to place the published writings of Vesalius in proper
relation to those episodes of his life of which there is contemporary record,"
and this after a lapse of some 400 years. This has been admirably done;
out of a wealth of scholarly study, and with more than a trace of sly humor,
emerges Vesalius,-the man, his books, and the background of both. A name
in the history of medicine becomes human, an everyday sort of person (in
many respects) in an everyday world, if chance and mischance heaped the
one upon the other can make an everyday world of the period that saw
Galenism face a challenge.
The title clearly indicates the double-barrelled nature of the book; it cannot
fail to meet the approval of those who choose to focus on the "Bio," while it
will give equal satisfaction to those who would emphasize the "Biblio." And
for those who appreciate the artistry of fine book-making the volume affords
great reward. -GEO. H. SMITH.
AN ATLAS OF ANATOMY. Volume I. By J. C. B. Grant.
Williams and Wilkins Co., Baltimore, 1943. xv + 214 pp. $5.
The part which a good atlas plays as a companion to a modern text-book
of human anatomy is well appreciated by medical students working in the dis-
secting laboratory. These students will be pleased to know that volume I of
a very good atlas has just been published by J. C. B. Grant, Professor of
Anatomy in the University of Toronto. This volume deals with the upper
and lower extremities, abdomen, perineum, and pelvis. Volume II will soon
appear, dealing with the thorax, head and neck, vertebral column, and back.
In volume I there are 227 illustrations on 203 pages, most of them repre-BOOK REVIEWS 215
sented as plastic drawings in half-tone carefully made from special dissections.
The 8X2 by 11-inch pages make provision for large plates. Color has been
effectively used in many of the illustrations and in every case the labels of
structures have been well chosen and spaced to aid the student. The plates
are arranged mainly in the order in which the structures are approached in
the average method of dissection.
Every figure is accompanied by short "demonstration remarks" about its
salient points. It is easy to see that this atlas will prove popular and successful
to many students in gross anatomay who will find through the comprehensive
index a quick reference to the structures in question. The clearness and
brevity with which the subject is so successfully presented highly recommend
the work to both instructor and student.
Each of the two volumes will contain about the same number of plates and
pages and can be purchased separately at $5 per volume. The author is to be
commended for thissplendid contribution. -L. S. STONE.
THE BIOCHEMISTRY OF MALIGNANT TUMORS. By Kurt Stern
and Robert Willheim. Reference Press, Brooklyn, New York, 1943.
xiv + 951 pp. $12.
The rapid progress of oncology and the ever-broadening scope of this field
of science make particularly acceptable publications which summarize the liter-
ature on cancer research in any of its multitudinous phases. This present
volume is a revision and enlargement of the authors' previous work, Die
Wege und Ergebnisse chemischer Krebsforschung, published in 1936, and it
considers nearly 5000 references having direct and indirect bearing on the
problems of the biochemistry of cancer. The material is presented in ten
well-organized chapters starting with the inorganic, organic, and physical
chemical approaches and leading to a consideration of the problems of meta-
bolism, nutrition, enzyme activity, endocrine function, and finally to immunity
and genetics. The last chapter is devoted to a-review of the numerous lab-
oratory procedures which have been claimed to be an aid in the diagnosis of
cancer. 9
The reader will find this work singularly useful as a starting point for
an insight into the wealth of material published on the chemistry of malignant
tissues. Unfortunately, however, the authors have concerned themselves pri-
marily with the marshalling of data rather than with the critical evaluation
of such, and as a result the reader often is confused as to any ultimate con-
clusion. Little attempt has been made to correlate many of the recorded
results with the cancer problem as a whole, and as a consequence the data
tend to remain as isolated, unrelated facts. -E. W. SHRIGLEY.